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Introduction 

Industrialization may be defined as a process of social and economic evolution 

that enhance the livelihood of humans from agricultural society to industrial 

society however it mostly takes place within  developed areas such as cities 

and towns where there’s a large population to support its service and goods, 

furthermore Industrialization influences the provision good service, 

merchandise, opportunities and good infrastructure therefore this attracts a 

lot of people resulting in urbanization as a large pool of human population 

migrate from rural to urban areas,  

A lot of factors influenced industrial growth within the late 19th century, 

however the availability of least expensive energy, capital and labor, mines, 

quick transport, livestock and forests furnished raw materials for huge 

industries, railroad upgrades allowed businesses to move raw materials to 

factories and to also send end products to urban markets therefore the rapid 

increase of factories resulted in an intense need for labor thus persuading 

people within rural areas to move to the cities 

In the past, cities had served as commercial centers for rural areas that were 

usually located near oceans, lakes and rivers, henceforth manufacturing took 

place outside their limits thus frequently close to power sources such as coal 

and streams or other natural resources therefore as industries evolved, cities 

also evolved, nevertheless urban extension reflected the geographic 

locomotion of the industrial age hence people shifted from city to city. 

Furthermore the instability caused by the movement of people led to a various 

populations, migrants from rural areas and newcomers from abroad mixed 

with rich residents and the middle class, however immigrants contributed to 

the rapid growth of populations in urban areas where industries rendered job 

opportunities 

Rural urban migration and industrialization modified cities and new 

technology as a result reshaped them, however taller buildings became 

feasible with the establishment of elevators and construction using cast-iron 

supports and later steel girders, the first steel frame skyscraper, ten stories 

high emerged in Chicago 1885, within the year of 1913 new York’s Woolworth 

building contained 60 stories therefore taller buildings resulted in high land 

value within city centers. Moreover, as city populations grew continuously the 

need for resources and services also grew. 

Henceforth, when a single factory or multiple factories are constructed within 

a certain region, urbanization occur as a result thus generating a huge 

demand for labor force, however other business such as retailer and service 

providers pursue the factories so to meet the product demands of labor, hence 

such action creates abundant job opportunities and also demands for housing 

leading to an establishment of an urban areas.  
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Industrialization and urbanization in developing countries 

Gollin et al., (2014) argue that urbanization in developing countries is usually 

associated with industrialization with the production of tradable goods in 

particular and that the anticipated correlation between urbanization and the 

standard of Industrialization is absent within developing economies, hence 

the failure takes place as a result of nations that are raw materials huge 

exporters have urbanized without ever industrializing,  

Furthermore high urbanization rate are composed of model structural change 

that accommodates two distinct paths, the first path includes the typical 

motion of labor from agriculture into industry thus resulting into what is 

called ‘production cities’ that generate tradable merchandise for both 

domestic and international markets (Gollin et al., 2014), the second path 

includes an income effect emerging from natural resource endowment, 

however, resource rents are unreasonably spent in urban merchandise and 

services which give rise to consumption cities that are occupied by workers in 

non-tradable services.   

Urbanization without Industrialization 

According to (Gollin et al., 2014) the correlation between industrialization and 

urbanization is not present in most parts of the late 20th century of the 

developing world, they argue that all over the world currently there is no 

robust relationship between industrialization and urbanization as influenced 

by the fraction of GDP coming from manufacturing and services, however 

there are numerous nations that are extremely urbanized without engaging 

much on industrialization hence the failure occurs due to a large number of 

resource-exporting nations that have urbanized without expanding output 

within manufacturing or tradable services. 

Furthermore within nations that slightly depend on exporting resources, 

urbanization is closely associated with industrialization, however in contrary, 

within nations that strongly rely on exporting resources, urbanization rates 

are not really associated with industrialization, however nations with high 

urbanization rates without industrialization may include Kuwait, Qatar, Libya 

and Gabon hence, such nations have low shares of manufacturing and 

services in GDP but are oil producers. 

The link between Industrialization, urbanization & resource exports. 

The available data propose that industrialization and resource exports are 

reasonable sources of urbanization within the developing world, however 

within such nations, urbanization is a by-product of either a pull from 

industrial productivity growth or a push from agricultural productivity 

growth, therefore within these nations, urbanization takes place with 

industrialization and thus make production cities where manufacturing 
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merchandise and providing services  are generated for both domestic and 

international markets (Gollin et al., 2014). 

Driving forces of industrialization & urbanization 

A rise within an income will move demands away from merchandise produced 

within rural areas and towards merchandise that is likely to be produced in 

urban areas, however this urban merchandise will involve industrial 

merchandise and also non-tradable merchandise hence an alternative source 

is a change in relative producers which cause a substitution of labor towards 

sectors of high productivity, therefore the effect of this on both 

industrialization & urbanization relies exactly on which sectors experience 

productivity changes. 

Generation of economic growth through industrialization 

Since industrialization generates economic growth, the need for advanced 

education and public work agencies that are characteristic of urban areas 

become greater, however such need appear because businesses seeking for 

new technology to expand productivity require an educated labor-force and 

attractive living conditions lure skilled labor to the area as well (investopedia, 

n.d), 

Location of economic development projects 

Hoselitz (1970) state that the idea of expanding industrialization and to assign 

with various problems occurring as a result of swelling urban populations are 

shoving decisions about the location of economic development projects, 

however within the developed countries, the location, size and function of 

urban areas were largely the products of the market forces, hence such 

decisions are generally centrally operated, henceforth such decisions involve 

considerations of raw materials, power sources, labor availability, location of 

consumer market decentralization of industries, regional development and 

general national economic development. 

Decentralization 

The resolution to decentralize industry may result in dis-economies by 

ignoring the productive factors that are already available within larger urban 

collections, however larger cities within underdeveloped areas reflect the 

availability of markets, labor supply and various public services which may 

be used to for industrial and business development (Hoselitz, 1970). 

Agrarian reform 

The advancement of agriculture resulted in higher productivity thus providing 

farmers a stake in the land and an opportunity to uplift the standard of living, 

hence this also help reducing urban issues lessening the population of 

humans migrating into cities however the introduction of cottage industries 
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and small industries within rural areas may help maintain their population 

from migrating to urban areas. 

Advancement of industries 

According to Mondal (n,d) the more industries and manufacturing units are 

introduced the more human population will migrate from rural to urban areas 

thus resulting in urban expansion and also result in high population density, 

however urban growth and industrialization originate other subsidiary 

economic industries to lure rural populations, furthermore industrialization 

leads to the nature and extend of urbanization because it results in pull 

factors such as advanced health facilities, entertainment, good educational 

institution and job opportunities.  

Industrialization as a basic need for industrialization 

Industrialization is the basic driving force of urbanization; cities are the 

important land for industrialization, Industrialization is the initiator of 

urbanization and urbanization is the inevitable result of industrialization, 

however, without industrialization urbanization may not be likely to occur. 

Therefore, this indicates that the two concepts have a great influence on each 

other and they need each other because they operate like a system, they need 

each other in the sense that they grow together and develop each other. 

Collection of services 

City streets a favorable platform for services as they allow service providers to 

simply link both Industrialization and urbanization, however a rise in tradable 

sector productivity attracts labor from other sectors, hence expanding both 

urbanization and industrialization simultaneously thus resulting in a rise of  

productivity within resource sectors which will therefore leads to 

urbanization, furthermore the collection of services also result in 

concentration of many people and activities in one area.  

Technology 

Industrialization and urban areas characterized by advanced technology hat 

result in better infrastructure, communication and medical services and other 

services that attract large numbers of people to migrate to cities, therefore 

technology is playing significant part to both industrialization and 

urbanization, however technology has contributed a lot to the 

industrialization and urbanization processes and it has brought about robust 

correlation between industrialization and urbanization, the advancement of 

technology within industries and cities leads to better life in cities, draw 

people from rural areas to cities and thus result in urbanization.   

Furthermore, once an area is industrialized the process of urbanization 

continues on for a much longer period of time, however Industrialization 

regulates the level of urbanization the more industrial activities the higher the 

rate of urbanization, as for industrialization the development of huge factories 
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result in concentration of labor in urban areas which expand over time and 

also enhance large towns where factory workers live, henceforth as a result of 

industrialization people move towards the industrial areas in search of jobs, 

thus this result in rapid population growth within towns and cities. 

Employment opportunities  

Industrialization creates economic growth, the demand for the improved 

services such as education, health facilities, and public works agencies that 

are characteristic of urban areas increases. This demand takes place because 

other sectors such as businesses and factories looking for new technology to 

increase productivity require an educated people and good living conditions 

attract skilled workers which then people migrate to cities causing 

urbanization.  Industrialization is a major cause of urbanization, because it 

has expanded employment opportunities (Bilsborrow 1998). 

This caused migration of many people to cities because of better employment 

opportunities, Industrial growth in urban areas offers more job and trading 

opportunities with factories employing large number of people, therefore this 

is because industrialization creates or brings more job opportunities that 

draw or attracts people to cities which then lead to urbanization, however 

economic growth pushed urbanization with industrialization being the most 

important factor and High industrial wages in urban areas attracts more 

people   

Impact of Industrialization 

Once an area is industrialized the process of urbanization continues on for a 

much longer period of time, industrialization determines the level of 

urbanization, With industrialization the emerged of large factories which leads 

to concentration of workers in urban areas which grew in size in time and 

gave rise to large towns where factory workers live, As result of 

industrialization people move towards the industrial areas in search of 

employment, resulting in the growth of towns and cities. 

According to Bilsborrow (1998). The growth of industries and factories within 

a particular city help develop that particular city, however the introduction of 

infrastructure for transportation to have access to the industries for 

transporting bulk of raw materials results to a rapid  expansion  of cities, the 

distribution of good services such as access to better health care and better 

education has also influence the rate of urbanization, furthermore, the 

inventions of rail road, airplanes, and electricity together with telephones are 

part of industrialization and urbanization occur as a consequent 
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Negative impacts of both industrialization and urbanization 

Wandrei (n.d). Argues that urbanization and industrialization have affected 

our environment, economy and social stability since the 19th century, however 

one of the major issues of the 19th century led by these two processes was 

water and water pollution, he states that coal powered plants produced acid 

rain as a consequent which was noticed within the 1850s, by the 1940s air 

pollution was intense. 

Furthermore, the environmental issues of both industrialization and 

urbanization expanded due to electricity and vehicles becoming the major 

contributors of pollution particularly air pollution since vehicles produce 

gases such as smog, nitrogen oxide, carbon monoxide etc. thus resulting in  

lung problems for people residing near industrial activities, moreover, since 

electricity on the other hand is generally produced by burning fossil fuels such 

as coal it increases carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere which will 

contribute to climate change and presence of acid rain (Wandrei n.d). 

Both industrialization and urbanization require a vast area to commence 

therefore this leads to cutting down trees and clearing the land thus 

destroying habitats of animals and also result in extinction of other animal 

species and plant species that were specialized within the particular land 

which has been clear out, however this also disrupt the food chain of animals, 

therefore industrialization and urbanization processes are also responsible for 

the loss of biodiversity. 

Furthermore such processes are also responsible for environmental 

degradation since some factories dispose waste material within areas near 

water sources, therefore when it rains such waste will be carried to rivers or 

dams thus causing water pollution which will deprive oxygen from aquatic 

species, however urban areas that are highly industrialized, air pollution is 

dominant thus resulting in respiratory failure for humans residing in such 

areas. 

Moreover the more industries attract a large number of people in urban areas, 

there more cities experience challenges since overcrowding of people leads 

more land pollution, crime activities, traffic congestion, poor service delivery, 

lack of accommodation resulting in squatter camps and competition on 

employment, henceforth I strongly believe that urban areas with less 

industrial activities experience least challenges. 

Even in well developed nations, higher standards of living and immense 

number of vehicles generate even greater greenhouse gases that developing 

nation, furthermore they may combat such environmental hazards by 

applying technology such as smokestack scrubbers, emission systems and 

wastewater treatment plants, unfortunately developing nations do not have 

such new technology since it may be way too expensive to introduce such 

technology within their nations (Anon, n.d, cited in ENCARTA 2001).   
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