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Introduction 

According to Sani (2013), rural settlement may be defined as a community 

that relies on primary activities such as agriculture, farming, mining etc. and 

however, rural transformation refers to the development of people, culture, 

tradition and economy of the villages. Henceforth the world started with 

people occupying rural settlements thus surviving through agricultural 

activities but as time went by, some began to migrate to urban areas most 

especially young people for better standard of living and other reasons, 

whereas some remained within the rural areas particularly elderly people and 

the unskilled individuals (Reshid and Kupic 2010). 

Rural settlements are divided into distinct types and are categorized as 

follows; there are clustered rural settlements, which are known as nucleated 

settlements where people live closely to one another, however such 

settlements involve, homes barns, and farm structures along with religious 

and school structures. each individual living on a clustered rural settlement 

is awarded a piece of a land within the surrounding fields and piece of a land 

is awarded differently  as some rent or own the awarded land (Reshid and 

Kupic 2010), moreover when the population of the settlement expands too 

much thus exceeding  the capacity of the surrounding fields new settlements 

are generated nearby, however homes, public buildings and fields in a 

clustered rural settlement are organized according to both cultural and 

physical characteristics. 

Moreover, Circular rural settlements are settlements composed of open space 

surrounded by structures, they contain a center with homes, barns, school 

and churches and as you move away from the center, it is surrounded by 

farmlands, however agricultural activities are located in the first ring 

enclosing the village (Reshid and Kupic, 2010). Linear rural settlements are 

those that contain buildings assembled along roads and rivers, hence fields 

expand behind the buildings, henceforth this took place because always 

prefer to settle near resource to minimize transport costs and the advantage 

of the accessibility of such resources, and last but not least the dispersed 

rural settlements which are composed of farmers living on individual farms 

isolated from neighbors.  

Development of rural infrastructure 

The development of rural infrastructure such as water, energy, transport, ICT, 

storage facilities amongst others result in a successful rural development, 

hence, nations that have already developed their rural infrastructure have 

successful rural development compared to those that failed to do as such, 

therefore, rural infrastructure improves the standard of living within the rural 

areas, like for instance it furnishes the community with access to markets 

such as shopping centers and basic services that they need like schools to 

provide education (Cotonou, Benin 2013).  
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Furthermore, it also helps to improve economic growth and furnish job 

opportunities, however the construction of roads may enable a simple 

transportation of perishable goods to the urban market and the income 

produced may be invested in areas such as health, education and agricultural 

activities, in order to enhance the well-being of rural human population. 

The origin of rural transformation in South Africa 

According to South African government (n.d) after 1994 elections, South 

African citizens began to unite and work together to achieve and sustain and 

impressive economic growth. however the department of Rural Development 

and Land Reform was established within the year of 2009 together with the 

Polokwane resolutions and it happened to be the first department in history 

to focus particularly to social and economic development of rural settlement 

within south Africa, furthermore the other purpose of such department was 

to make it appoint that people residing in rural areas receive benefits equally 

to those who reside in urban areas thus also promoting equality  

Millennium Development Goals 

The millennium development goals have been adopted and agreed by all 

government within the year of 2000 and have been considered as the major 

international framework piloting the development efforts of African nations 

since they have been uniform in terms of poverty reduction within various 

dimensions such as for instance diseases, hunger, lack of proper shelter and 

also promote gender equality, education and environmental sustainability 

most especially within rural areas (Cotonou, Benin 2013). 

Rural transportation 

Successful rural transformation may lead to the development of advanced 

infrastructure such as roads which would be very significant in rural 

transformation improvement to reinforce the establishment of 

industrialization and trade most especially in rural areas that are rich in 

natural resources, therefore this will also furnish employment opportunities 

within rural communities thus alleviating poverty and enhancing their 

standard of living (Cotonou, Benin 2013). 

Furthermore the improvements of roads also assist farmers to alleviate their 

transaction costs which would then provide enough incentives to make it 

possible to upgrade from subsistence cultivation to commercial production 

thus resulting in high food security, however farmers located in areas of good 

accessibility may sell their products at higher amount than those located 

within areas of poor accessibility and therefore such areas also experience 

high risks of spoilage because of fewer number of potential customers. 

Moreover, transport improvements may also assist people to reduce the 

amount of time that they use to go to the field to collect water, food or fuel 

(Cotonou, Benin 2013). However the improvement on roads also has a vital 
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influence on school attendance in areas were transport infrastructure had 

been evident since student for instance, now have to cross rivers through 

bridges so even if there’s rainfall they don’t have to miss their classes and the 

distance may be shortened as well, therefore they will not travel for long 

kilometers from their households to school. 

 Land restitution of South African land rights 

Within the year of 2002 the land Redistribution for Agricultural Development 

was introduced to support growing farmers, however since the process of land 

reform was gradual as indicated at the 2005 land summit, therefore this has 

resulted in the establishment of the proactive Land Acquisition Strategy so to 

accelerate the process of land reform 

Hence, “a total of 24.5 million hectors through both land restitution and land 

redistribution. The government also established a communal land rights bill 

within the year of   2002 known” as the Subsequent translated into the 

Communal Land Rights Act, which is, ought to furnish land owning 

communities land tenure, which are protected by law (South African news 

n.d). 

Job creation and educational opportunities 

According to Brussels (2011), the establishment of job opportunities through 

industries, agricultural activities and the enhancement of educational 

facilities may play a prominent role in improving rural areas since it may 

attract people thus resulting in urban-rural migration, which will also help 

alleviate urbanization. therefore bringing skilled people to  rural areas may 

assist to promote entrepreneurship and diversification of businesses, 

moreover, the migration of young active people from rural to urban areas may 

pose a very negative impact on rural areas since they will be left with old 

people and also the uneducated or unskilled youth.  

Challenges of rural transformation 

Brussels (2011) argues that climate change play a very prominent role within 

rural transformation processes, therefore frequent floods and droughts result 

in low crop yield thereby reducing food productivity as floods damage crops 

and washes away topsoil, which contains nutrients required for the growth 

crops. Drought on the other hand reduces the fertility of the soil and causes 

water sources such as dams and rivers to dry up, this result in death of 

livestock, thus forcing farmers to import water from other regions and this 

may lead them to a lot of debts.  

Furthermore, any environmental disaster on the land may threaten the 

development since people willing to invest on such land may fear to lose their 

money if they happen invest on a land that is vulnerable to environmental 

disasters. Hence, this may also prevent the application of the millennium 
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development goals and lead to rural urban migration, as people will be in need 

of a safer environment to settle in.  

 

Access to water is also another major challenge for rural transformation since 

other areas contain abundant water sources but very hard to access them 

due to lack of infrastructure such as roads and pipes. However, other areas 

are composed of a high human population thus resulting in a high demand 

of water than what the natural water sources can provide (Brussels, 2011). 

Other factors that may lead to poor access to water is poor governance, lack 

of commitment to water management and in adequate targeted investment, 

therefore this limits development in rural areas. 

A number of rural areas experience limited access to financial services, since 

majorities of commercial banks are not willing to shift into these areas due to 

reasons like inadequate infrastructure, low income of the population and also 

lack of scale economies thus forcing people to travel into urban areas in order 

to get financial services (Brussels, 2011). 

Some of the rural transformation programmes in South Africa  

According to South African government (n.d) the Comprehensive Rural 

Development Programme (CRDP). Was established in 2009 with an aim to 

alleviate poverty and food insecurity by magnifying the utilization and 

management of natural resources through strategic investment in economic 

mixed broad based agrarian transformation, and social infrastructure that 

will favor rural communities and to generate active, equitable and sustainable 

rural communities.  

National Rural Youth Service Corps (NARYSEC) is a programme that was 

established for transforming the youth within rural areas to become 

entrepreneurs thus reducing their dependence on social grants. The youth is 

therefore trained to acquire certain skills on water purification, electricity, 

wastewater management and agriculture so to assist them to be marketable, 

however the long term of this programme is to uplift rural areas with services 

and infrastructure (South African government n.d). 

Comprehensive Rural Development Programme (AVMP) was established to 

assist farmers who have trouble such as land degradation through 

overgrazing and other factors within rural areas (South African government 

n.d). however this Programme also assist farmers to rehabilitate the soil and 

also practice green environment. 

Land reform, was established in 1994 so to address the historical injustice of 

land dispossession and the restriction to access the land for black people, 

however it is split into three categories namely land restitution, land 

redistribution and land tenure (Rugege, 2004). Henceforth, within land 

restitution policy, people who have been dispossessed their land during 
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apartheid are ought to have their land restored to them. land redistribution 

involves the possession of the land by the government so to distribute the land 

to those who do not have access to the land and also those who do not have 

the land and last but not least the land tenure, which its purpose is to furnish 

a secure tenure for those residing on a land that is owned by others without 

secure rights, however it focuses more on farm workers, former workers, labor 

tenants and sharecroppers. 

The Reconstruction and Development Programme was established in 1994 

and its purpose was to deal with both economic and social problems such as 

violence, lack of housing, lack of employment, poor education and health care 

thus troubling our nation. However, its aim was to abolish apartheid and 

promote a democratic, non-racial and non-sexist future. moreover this 

programme has contributed more on rural transformation, for instance many 

people within rural areas who were residing in shacks, are now provided with 

proper houses therefore it is very unlikely to come across people living in 

shacks within rural areas nowadays (south African government n.d). 

The significance of rural transformation 

The introduction of rural development assists rural populations in many 

ways, the improvement of infrastructure, education socio-economy and life 

style play a huge role in reducing rural urban migration thus alleviating urban 

problems such as overcrowding. Traffic congestion etc. therefore, as young 

vibrant skilled people remain within rural areas they also help to improve 

their villages since some may have businesses, which may need employees 

therefore people within such villages may benefit from such business. 

The introduction of technology in rural areas also help to maintain the health 

of our environment, for instance people are currently exposed to the 

application of hot plates or stoves. hence they no longer use firewood as a 

source of energy to cook, boil water and also to warm themselves when it is 

cold, therefore this plays a very significant role in reducing gases in the 

atmosphere such as carbon dioxide and nitrogen oxide generated by burning 

firewood. 

The improvement in sanitation and personal hygiene also help to lessen the 

burden or costs on the government to furnish medication to patients suffering 

from diseases caused by poor hygiene and poor sanitation such as cholera, 

typhoid infectious hepatitis etc. henceforth nowadays it is very seldom to 

come across people suffering from such diseases. 

Furthermore, rural transformation also brought positive changes within our 

societies for instance, woman empowerment brought awareness to woman 

and changed their perception towards their roles in their families, since back 

in the days woman were expected to only bear children and look after them 

whereas man were the only ones who go hunt for jobs. now woman know their 

capabilities and they also do work what is done by men for instance, 
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bricklaying. Most of them now prefer to be independent instead of relying on 

their husbands. However, some even establish their own businesses or 

companies that yield a lot of money.   

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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